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WHAT 
CAN WE DO 


TO HELP BRING 


OUT THE VOTE? 


Though we're still in school, there’s need for help from 
young people in this year’s campaign to bring-out-the- 
vote. 

There’s a vital need. Right now! 

It's a need, an obligation, and a privilege because 
we're American citizens. 

“Government of the people, by the people, for the 
people”—our type of government—bases itself on the 
fundamental principle that every adult citizen has a voice 
in how our republic shall be run. 

At election time, each citizen's voice is his vote. 

Americans gained the right to vote—the right to gov- 
ern themselves—through bitter struggle and sacrifice. 

They fought and died for the right at Lexington and 
Concord, at Chateau-Thierry and Belleau Wood. And in 
the last great war, at Omaha Beach. 

Today in Korea Americans are still fighting for these 
ideols. 

Only through eternal vigilance and a willingness to 
sacrifice can mankind win and keep freedom. 

But each person's vote itself is something we some- 
times get careless about. 

Lately we Americans, despite our love of self-govern- 
ment, haven't done so well about showing up at the 
polls. 

Let's do better this year! 

For a discussion of ways to help, please turn over the 
page. 
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But first, let’s take a look at the record. 


We reached our peak in the 1880 presidential election, 
when 78.4% of all United States citizens eligible to vote 
cast their ballots on election day. 


Since then, os far as voting goes, we've been sliding 


down a distressing (and dangerous!) decline: 


Percentage of those actually going to the polls 
compared with those staying away* 


Year Voters Non-voters 
in 1900 73.5% 26.5% 
“ 1920* 49.3% 50.7% 
“ 1940 53.4% 46.6% 
“ 1948* 51.0% 49.0% 


The score in local elections is much worse. If you take 
an average over the nation for recent municipal, county, 
state and congressional elections, the results show that 
only 20% of eligible voters actually went to the polls. 
Four out of every five stayed away. 

How about other Nations? 


How does our record in actual voting compare with 
that of other free countries—countries where people, as 
with us, can vote as they please? 

Glance at the score card prepared by the American 
Heritage Foundation and see for yourself: 


The Score Elsewhere 


Country Date of Election Percent Voting 
France (Oct. 1945) 75% 
Italy (Apr. 1948) 89% 
Canada (June, 1949) 75% 
Belgium (Mar. 1950) 90% 
Japan (June, 1950) 71% 
Israel (July, 1951) 72% 
Sweden (Sept. 1951) 80% 
England (Oct. 1951) 83% 
Why? 


Why have we Americans fallen into this bad habit of 
not turning up at the polls? 


Some people say they don’t go to the polls because 
they’re sure their “one little vote” really doesn't matter. 
What's a single vote when so many are cast? 


Whot are the answers we could give to anyone who 
tells us that? 





Some non-voters say things are going along fair 


enough; the country’s pretty well governed. So why 
bother to vote? 

What's the answer to that argument that there’s no 
need to bother? 


Some say conditions are so terrible (corruption, dis- 
honesty in office, exorbitant taxes, poor schools, terrible - 
foreign policy, etc., etc., etc.!) that theyll have nothing 
to do with it alll They won't votel 

What's the answer to that? 

Some say they are too busy with important matters 
to take time out to vote. 

Whats’ the answer to that? 


Some say they’re all mixed up about the issues, and 
besides they don’t know much about the candidates, so 
they don’t feel competent to vote. 


What's the answer to that? 


The 1952 Election 


This year’s campaign for the Presidency of the United 
States makes 1952 one of the most exciting Presidential 
yeors we've ever had. Right from the time, last summer, 
when we discovered through television how fascinating 
it can be actually to sit in on national nominating con- 
ventions, we've seen this country’s excitement and in- 
terest grow. 

General Eisenhower and Governor Stevenson are re- 
spected citizens and fine candidates. 

And today, in this atomic age, the nation will be 
voting on some of the gravest issues ever to confront 
mankind. 

No wonder there’s a big drive on this year to get out 
the vote. 

It’s an election which gives us a great opportunity “to 
demonstrate to the world the freedom we cherish.”* 

The goal is to bring at least 63,000,000 people to the 
polls on election day. That would be 15,000,000 more 
Americans than have ever voted before. 

Let’s gol 

Let’s be among the four and a half million citizens 


already enlisted in the national campaign to get out the 
votel 


*Percentage figures furnished by the American Heritage Foundation, 
*1920 was the first year women exercised the right to vote after the passage o 


the Nineteenth Amendment. What happened statis 


ically that year to the tetal | 


*Some political ae make out a worse case for 1948. Mr. Arthur Krock, in the 
New York Times, ( 


over voters in 1948.” 
*New York Times editorial, August 10, 1952. 


eb. 21, 1952), concludes that there was “a majority of abstainers 














WHAT CAN WE DO? 


Here are a few suggestions. 

Let’s think up more as we go along. 

First, the place where each one of us can begin a get- 
out-the-vote campaign is right in one’s own family. 





Did mother and father both register? 
' How about older sister? Older brother? 

Make sure each of them did. 

Let’s remember, when we ourselves reach voting age, 
likewise to fulfill our state’s voting requirements. 

if everyone in the family has registered, let’s be sure 
they all go to the polls'on November 4. Make election 
day a big family party—the great family of all Ameri- 
cans. “Our country, when you come right down to it, is 
just a lot of families. In the family are cradled the cardi- 
nal virtues that enable good families to add up to a 
great nation—standards of conduct, respect for the rights 
and property of others, loyalty, health, tolerance, coop- 
eration, self-reliance, good breeding, and a sense of the 
fitness of things.’* 

After we're sure our families can and will vote, let's 
turn to the neighbors. 





Our families, whom we'll enlist in the campaign, can 
help us here. We can ask each member of the family to 
remind each friend and neighbor not only to vote but to 
help turn out the vote. 

Next, are we sure of the location of the polling place 
in our voting district where our family and neighbors 
should go to cast their ballots? If we don’t know where 
it is, maybe our families don’t know either. Let's all be 
certain before election day. 


The Public Drive 


In the public get-out-the-vote campaign, there’s an ac- ~ 


tive part for each of us. There are buttons, tags, and 
posters, reminding people to vote, which we can help dis- 
tribute. Various young people’s organizations already 
have plans to do this before and on election day, and 
they have the materials too*. The nation’s 2,178,690 Boy 
Scouts will distribute voting reminders at 30,000,000 


homes. 

On election day, we can baby sit (that goes for boys 
as well as girls),,so thot mothers may go to the polls. 
The Girl Scouts of America ore planning to have 1,500,- 
000 of their members available as baby sitters (free) on 
election day. 

If you are licensed to drive a cor, perhaps you con 
be part of a transportation scheme to carry voters to the 
polls. 

These are just a few of the ways each of us, as in- 
dividuals, con help the campaign to bring-out-the-vote. 

How can we help as a group? 

We might arrange o broadcast of our discussion on 
this topic over our local radio station, emphasizing those 
portions of it which we think may have the most influ- 
ence in getting out the vote. 

lf our school has a suitable auditorium, we might re- 
quest the principal or headmaster or headmistress to hold 
o voters’ forum to which our parents and the neighbors 
could come. All local candidates might be invited to pre- 
sent their views. 

We might stage a school pageant to emphasize the 
importance of voting. 

We might hold an open debate on the campaign. 

On election day, we might run a street corner booth 
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giving facts on voting—such as hours of voting, the lo- 
cation of polling places in the town, and so forth. 
We might conduct a “get out the vote” parade. 





We might require from each adult attending our foot- 
ball games a pledge to vote as the price of admission. 

But each school and each community can best figure 
out its own ways to help the campaign. 

Let’s make our own plans carefully and thoughtfully. 

What shall we include in our list of things we can do 


as: 
(1) individuals, (2) as a group, (3) as a school? 
Which items, in our final judgment, seem the most 
suitable ones to attempt? 
How shall we plan to carry them out? 


*From booklet on Good Citizenship published by the American Heritage Foundation. 


*If you need materials, you may get order forms by writing: 
ampaign Headquarters, : 
National Non-Partisan Register & Vote Campaign, 
American Heritage Foundation, 
25 Weat 45th Street, 


New York 
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THE REGULATIONS ON VOTING 


Now that we've made up our minds what to do in 
1952 to help get out the vote, let’s not end the general 
discussion of this topic without doing some thinking 
about the problems of voting and handling the vote. 

In general, it’s easy to vote, and easy to qualify your- 
self for voting. 

But if a voter moves from one state to another, he may 
run into difficulties over his vote. 

Each state makes and enforces its own voting laws. 


Some states have a poll tax which cuts down the vote. . 


In twenty-three states, election day is not a legal holi- 
day. Employees thus have no legal time off for casting 
their ballots. 

Five states require a two year residence before you 
can vote. Thirty-two make it a year. Eleven require 


only six months. 

Numerous Americans abroad—mostly in the ormed 
forces—will be unable to vote in this election because 
there isn’t time for states to change laws and regulations* 
covering absentee ballots. 

In six states, all voters must register in person within 
the state even if they are in the armed services. 

In twenty, absentee ballots cannot be sent out until 
thirty days before election day. As it will take more than 
thirty days to reach many service people, particularly 
those in Korea, their chance to vote will be lost. 

Congressman Jacob K. Javits introduced a bill in the 
82d Congress which would create a special Presidential 
non-partisan commission to study. means of promoting a 
greater participation by voters in national elections. 


Should such a bill be again introduced for considera- 
tion by the 83d Congress which meets in January? 
If so, how would each of us wish his representative to 


vote on it? Why? 


*During World War II, special legislation was passed in many states making it easier 
for those in the services to vote. Since then, much of this temporary legislation has 


expired, 


Among the individuals and organizations helpful in the preparation of this issue of 
the Guide the editors wish especially to thank the American Heritage Foundation, a 
non-partisan, non-political, educational organization, sponsor, with the Advertising 
Council, of the National Non-Partisan Register and Vote Campaign. 











November Discussion Guide Topic: Do Girls and Women 
Take an Active Enough Part in Public Life? 














